4/8/72 



Joar Jerry, 



yrdinarily - 

arid, xii t •> n oniijj 

X can* X Kiciy not 
ciiici niter ali. uii 



; try aid answer each day f s mail as it co^s uO noep it from accuL'iulatnn.j 
; ith other ..ork. its you also know, I try to explain things to you an beat 
ilwavs be right, but by now you know that for the most part 1 have been 

of knowing whether I try to bo honest. 



Lways be ragnt 
tine you have your 



;/on ways 



She interruption in this case was a strange and unexpected one, one 1 did now expocw 
and one in which 1 not only did not do well but made mistakes tnat tnree or xour years . 
ago I would not have made. In part it comes from recognising an obligation to an old amend 
who was decent when most in the media wore not, a nan who is or at least was when x knew 
him ana still think is a good man. 



as you know, Boubleday ha 
book, They know me and Frank doe 



j'ono out of its way not to send rae the copy oi Frame s 
3 . Ho was, as I told you, quite hysterical when 1 took 

•m broke and won’t buy 



nuie and Dwyer, together, apart on that HYd I'f show, xhey know 
book, that I am into too much, and the longer it takes for 



r me to 



got it the less 



familiar I can be 'with it hen -IF ho does - Frank confronts with Fields, oo, x ha«n *. 
scon the book. They I got a call from WBZ, Biston, zo ask if I would confront frank on the 
Jerry Williams show. A 'his is the guy I mention above, x knew him when he was on whum, winch 
is a station you know, and I was actually offered a tilk-shovi Job at the station no oft 
ia Boston but decided against it. His producer said he'd airmail no a copy ot^wie book, 
but I knew it coulin t get here in time and tliat if it diu, with® only one full day in 
between, I'd not be Stole to read it, do, when 1 went to Washington on the fifth to do _ a 
i'V show 1 borrowed a copy, sk±.med it by the index, oy subject, ana hau. enough ready ix 
tho show were to r>; strict itsc-lf to the fact of the as assmation. 

Itdidn&t, nor did it go tho way it was promised. Frank was there, along with the 
traditional publicity man, ana in tho last minute he crybabied on thorn ana said ho was 
afraid I'd make personal attacks on him. So, in the last minute, they aakou mo to please 
restrain myself kd r. strict myself to short answers and not to cross-examining lum. A. 
this point, and in tho last minute, I had the choice between telling tnem to go to or _ 
seeing it through. The deck is stacked enough when one is on the phone ana tho o thor xxve 
in the studio. For the first 15 minutes my phone wasn't even live, oo when I tiled to 
say "something it couldnSt even be heard. then he had gotten so many lies on the air tnat 
had I had tho rest of the show uninterrupted I could not have caught up with them, xnen 
they let him make long . peoches about what had nothin* to do with the killing, and when I 
got to ask him a question he couldn't answer, ho wandered ana they let him. VJhat lie says 
about the rifle is really farout. % knows noticing about it or its operation after a_x * 
that great labor and investigation he describes. Jo, of all the things tnat ror aoout 10 
minutes he rambled ab ut, beginning with "lot me explain", I recall tnat -ortugul was 
included and nothing about tho rifle was mentioned. He actually says of a pump gun t,ia,t 
.T -jm- y had it entirely unloaded awaiting Ills shot and then, to save time, he put a single 
bullet in tho brooch by hi aid and, because it takes longer, would have put the clip in ^ 
later if he needed another shot. You know enough to measure Frank’s inner desperation iron 
this. And I'm tolling you that although the station s eltcred him effectively, x aaow ior 
sure tint the old whore was shaking during the entire show. He has been afraid oi me _ since 
the hew York show and since reading my book, in which there is, despite the cheap cncK 
h Chilian tried to pull, no real error. 

When I sow how it was going what 1- should have done and Vaiat x have mono in who past 
the few time this has been pulled on mo is say look, we talkabout the subject or wo don t. 
*o .iiio minute we haven't. If we don’t from now on, I'm wasting my tine, I won t oe part 
ox deceiving the audience. Jo do we get down to it or do I say goodbye. And hangup if tney 
stil 1 craw around. But 1 don't think my being patient and t aking it tide time will xool 
Flank. He" is a pro, lie hau a pro at public relations taking him around, ana I really think 




hs will not lace tie, even indiroctl arain , j... . _ 

and knows how crooked his work is and I Wdc hi' fLS wir ' f ^ ^ ^ 

risix. m any event, there is only one nan st ill in the "tal ~*ih . “° r °' u ~ i to run tho 

l ' h - personal obligation I do to Jerry Willi -aim , vV tal ;“^° rf business to whom I foel 

he .invites Frank (as the Saak flack will undoubtedly selk) ^ ^ ** 

(strict compunace with FGO regulations remiiw. ^ +. " ^ invites no to confront 

accept subject to two thinks, fSJlSSsS^ ** me), I will 

If ho tolls the flack this, they 1 'll^rTZl show uT V t frank 01i object, 

tliink we^ll not see him in hay. I X « do. ^ ^ ** “ o1 ’ today, I 

be brSrSd d ° n,t UUdGr ! tand f 6 ° r What drives rae. I don' t have to 

country apart, that all the subse^'SS^^ S^ttnu *““*?£, 

Ox tiovemidont , in the oolitical ^giiso thrf bno ~ i <-*■ 1 ox uiio corruption 

obligation as a wxiter^d a StSnL £ wS “,1^’ “J *“* “ is ^ 

-- van the curse on no in publishing f 0 v. Vari * ,__!*? «>l p restore a decent society. 

f-rst underground book, can be overcone. I have turned 'do^ STo “tT^ * *" 
anu one ol then could well iuake a movie. it doesn't Z ***** 

tions, which gets to the guts of scooity and -we-ment'aid 01 p “ llt - cal assassins 

of jioove the Indispensible. * ° t anu, oi course, oi tho saintliness 



l 

boubleday s people as well 



as if'rank know what I did on that 



show, l ' sank was so hysterical 
i I ’ ’ 
lcI 

A huo I have that conversa- 
lawyers a dub for it 



lir: 2 * 2 ** ‘ . 

sr ?-,■»"-) *— “p *-»i srerirr* “ up *° — - »— 
s.2' — a - 

*•» « « “ So ” itii ‘«*‘A S- ostor 

diser Urst got no kicked off a TV show + 0 which -2, >. • ‘ , < ^' 3 ' 0i ’ slctecn hours, 

silent about political assassinations. ' iie is a did ^ *** beon totally 

that after flying all r ho wav t _ Uox . Yny . ® ,! “ oW Iork foreman. And Frank knows 

he learned for the first tine he « ! to - A ° r tho publicity. Foreman fled the studio when 
there. *, u thoy 2^2' I i T ? 1 “™ ° f *«» 1 did 

»hleh I « ap;x;ar, even though t>W „dd ~ % £%£££ 

-there is nothing we can do about th^f 'Pho™* ■k. ... 

think not. I think they urio- ^ be Alotian ^ we ca2i ever do, but I 

,,e of thee eo ^ 



and 



Anyiiay , don t send rao your cony of Prmik’* ^ i -i+o-^o-^r * t 

fields has gotten after then for not sending ns one aft^’a m'hT i 1°^°^ °° ?y 
thoy nave promised to do it imediately. * non»n. He toln no yesterday 



going to slap ir^o^^^won'T^^fdoiLTLw ^ is only 

docent fon„„. he la ^ *«« JJ- f « 

little noro self reyoect. I’ll exDlain thi - r n- 1 ^ abl ' ! to suixm a 

report, that he feels I insulted his wife -'mnl ■ i ^ 3 Eanute * ' ihe othcr thing you 

it were true. I think it is not true and *m<, i ? + 1( jSifxaate complaint on liis part if 
ting himself on an even keel again He iV-in ’ J ? Srt 01 318 Psychological device for get- 
ridicule, not insult. wot^dSS'of b t^M^ writer. I intended 

sxci into for a nawber of w <vmc r n o- uim. 1 Uoea the stupia thing she got herx 

had then thought this' th^ST Y C0E6 t0 that if he 

rusfSi s wS2 TZ T tL °T ^ ^ S oarance 

sk ii{ttera when ny 

- • U ° 150 ' rGcal1 ov °r in ay life deliberately insulS^ 



saiu or suggested something 

a woxsan nor do I 




a 1 dually takme a lot, or think I do, before I react. 
‘ xa,.,t virno it happened was in World War il and I stopped myself as I >;as about to 

SThVlhfr f ld lar ^ r . solider overboard. I have always ahborod violence in any fom. 
out hen I navo had no choice, I have faced it. Once 20 big kids junoed -no in -junior hi -h 

ff: 01 - 4 «“ f «■*«.•. ~ »» «» arsons. j .ssr, ‘s.t 

i *~ t oo up, 30 daily l u Mat too. from school, hut I didn’t run and by tin tin it ” 
all ovor, I uno still atabdins an. they led token so nuoh they n .vor aa-ain „„ 
ootnorou no, tor tie rout of Junior hi* or in Me school. Bet city than M 



tifter ti 

tlioso wore ny beliefs and I was willing to pay and 



“» iu college, I fought compulsory SOfC all alone. 



new to me,, bind, as ycu know. 



cixd pay 



-is cost iic ;:iy degree, but 
bo price® Go, tliis is not 



rubbish that is a much an insul 



or you are ray source, George started it with ue by that 

1 - -k- v n - . •/ “reiu 



lO 



.ntellogene 



it was to James * 



-•> P , -- v O v -‘ v ''- -1.0 ilcio UU O Lilacs © I-Qrc , T\ • il 1 ar 

^ S if edUCati0n ^ is UOre G Pohioticated. I never start anything and I r^ver 
run lrou a •cnal.enge. ueorgo started it and he is hurting, fhc reason he has not answered 

of -i h “iS 0an l" ! thu ) hcl1 carl ile say. poor guy? lie got himself into the land 

^ hw t , anticlpGte “u 110t ^ cune to realize it was dishonest but then couldn't 



alternative is th 



ne doesn't know his business and 



frank, after four yean 



01 



do it. 

m • i , t * FVS f t MS 1Sft n0thinc for Geo -I e > Poubleday will leave noting 
° T S’ 0 : 3 ®. - P-hlishers, here or .abroad. About this I do not feel sorry. George de-<erv«s 
io u£ -n roputotion io hu rt 1 f oon-y uboub, bub tiw io ido « lldnj ”£ L S 
° ° 0iiI1 feet * ui9 Problem will be getting over it, and that will not bo easy. 

I 

n * d0 V ho wiX1 ask acc °P t hol P ana if he does, I don't think Ms or any 

we wt; f ? f Gr ^ f X ° r it# ho is in a bind * But, if the tine comes uhen 
,Z^I J Ii0n f St J0bs as X tlxLnk 1 wrote I’ll help ion. You have uo idea 

W r“, - f nvinu0a iuveotigations after ny book came out. It is one helluva 

sb,° y, .norougnly uocunented where documentation i required and more then reasonable 

so powerful tMt I an not rMly 

Purs^p-^^Pert. ^x this is Greek to you but believe me, aside from the 
e-ory Ou. .nu iULlaing, xt xo a major sensation. 

. , I,Q + , t — ' g t0 ^' iA)er youT 10 ' zor without getting it out, for I an dressed for 

^ { i J birtMay . k* 1 * 1 * you &SO said tear George said I insulted 1dm. 
Zi+t ' ’ 3 % S a ialr st utem, nt. i not only did, I intended to. It was the only 

t^;^ 0850 ? 30 1 oou lu make to what you tola ue he to.d Janes about me and ny work and 
XV Uab pho only moans I nau oi trying to get him to stop and think this whole thin- 
Jirough. , not to rush blindly down a blind alley. Ho earned the insult and ridicule I 
suM him. x have no apology to mhke for it. On the oth,r hana, is i insulted Ids wife, 

OUe . hor » + not uc ^rge, an apology. Ridicule is one think and with the couuozcialism 

i ul of" ° rl ^ ®f Coulai b rosists » ^ °uo thing and warranted. Gratuitous 

xaoul. o. a woman, on tno other nand, is not warranted. If George ever tells you what 

thS£^ Sd thff J 7 1S insAtl ^. t0 hur * 1 uil1 ^te her a personal apology. I don't 

, Md thxa, I an so cortaxn cx xt ttet I'm not -rd . to . to read the carbons 

do'.vn 



it that l 9 ^ not ^oiia c to take 



i in . . , . \ . ou uaae ujJao zo 

J 3 00 ^ cs » “ill pent interpretations are always possible), but if George ever ret 
uo specxfxcs, not tne crap I think he has been feeding you, I will not only write "an 



r . x. y. , . A — ** - — vuu, j. wxix Hoi, oellv write an 

tell 1dm tills" ° U X Sena y0U a GOpy * lf “ ld when he cal Is you again, if you'd like. 



naonwlnle, even though ho lias been trying to con you and James through y 0 
see n, x repeat what I said before, try and aiders tand the bad position in k 
in so many ways, xf he is rich compared to you an me, feel sorry* fo^ him, toe * 

P ° :iti ? a ’ > jk th llila for anything-, happy as it wou,d maka my bkk. And thank. 
^ariXLng l non o uhink k-or^o raeaxit* 



veu 1 

or 



ri't 

oh© 



i J -G. Ho tlxd refuse to accept the lector I wrote 
ho calxeu :.e early in the morning and I think 
pretty stinko. x t lias post-office stamps and Ms 

xiii o j-.bl s an 



Mia .when , 
Mncoroly, 



<J 



piii:, it just that way. ihere wa$ 

no tiling insulting in it. x t was really, as I rocair^ 1 ’ 01 '” weiD0 ' ;r 6 

rather and expression of sympathy ana a willingness to talk to him. nut I can't pay the phono co 




